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Finance 
Committee 

Starts Budget 
Process

Although a vote on the budget 
won’t take place until May 12th, the 

Finance Committee has met and begun the process of preparing 
the new budget.  While nothing will be finalized until the May 
vote, they will be recommending the following:

•	 No increase in any tax rates.
•	 No new taxes.
•	 A cost-of-living increase in utilities such as water, sewer 

and trash.
•	 Completion of Generations Park.
•	 Completion of the Oakwood Drive Sidewalk Project.
•	 The possible beginning of the Main Street Industrial 

Intersection Project in 2016.
•	 A raise for employees.
•	 Improvements to the Par 3 Golf Course and possible 

construction of a miniature golf course.
•	 Significant paving assuming the approval of a Revenue 

Sharing Grant from VDOT.
•	 A balanced budget.

While it’s early in the process, the Finance Committee hopes to 
have a preliminary draft of the budget ready by early March.  The 
public hearing on the budget will be held on Tuesday, April 21st 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Bridgewater Community Center.

The week of April 13th each household will receive a copy 
of our budget newsletter.  This publication not only includes the 
budget, but also a lot of financial information about Bridgewater.  
For example, it often compares our taxes, utility rates and debt 
load to other communities throughout the Commonwealth.  Each 
year we try to include articles on the local economy that help 
explain our financial situation.  If you fail to receive a copy of the 
budget newsletter by the middle of that week, please give us a call 
at 828-3390 and we’ll get one out to you.

Business 
Licenses 

Due 

March 2nd

Create a 
Remembrance 
in Generations 

Park!

In March, 
the town will offer the chance to 

remember a loved one, commemorate 
an event, celebrate a birth, or 
immortalize anything else important 
to you.  Our “Buy a Brick” campaign 
will raise funds for Generations Park 
while	also	fulfilling	the	Park’s	central	
purpose: establishing a bridge between 
generations.

Up and down the Valley, people 
are excited about Generations Park, 
and buying a brick will be a great way 
to take part in the construction and 
mission of this community landmark.  

Bricks will be engraved with a 
message of your choice and placed in 
the area surrounding the rink.  Bricks 
will go on sale March 1 so be sure to 
check the next edition of the Current 
for details.
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Wildwood 
Park Silt Bar 

Removed
About once a decade we have to clean 

out silt deposits that fill an area near 
Wildwood Park Dam.  This silt buildup 
creates stagnant water, algae growth and 
the depletion of oxygen that is essential for 
aquatic life.  These deposits are made up 
leaves, sand and soil that run off agricultural 
land located along North River.  

Work in any body of water requires permits.  
Unfortunately, over the years the number of permits 
and their degree of difficulty has increased.  This 
time approval was needed from Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission, the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.  Once approval was received at the end of 
the year, we were able to start dredging the unwanted 
material from North River.  So, for another decade or 
so water will flow freely in and out of the inlet near the 
bridge at Wildwood Park.

A turbidity curtain was installed just below the 
excavation site to restrict silt from flowing downstream.  

Once the water cleared, it was removed.

By last summer silt had built to the point that it 
supported the growth of vegetation.  Above you can see 

algae growth that choked life out of this small inlet.

Early January Rhodes Excavating began removal of 
the silt.  By the time they had finished, approximately 

300 cubic yards of sediment had been removed.

Important Town Phone Numbers

Emergency calls ................. 911
Fire Department
   304 North Main ...................... 828-3121
Police Department .........828-2611
    Sheriff ’s Office (Dispatch) ..... 434-4436

   Business Offices
   Superintendent ........................ 828-3390
    Assistant Superintendent ....... 828-2478
    Treasurer .................................. 828-6980
    Public Works ........................... 828-3705
    Zoning Administrator ............ 828-2479
    Water Treatment Plant ........... 828-6183
    Town Shop ............................... 828-3409
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‘G3 Nail Spa’ Comes to 
Bridgewater

610-D North Main Street - 828-7000
New to Bridgewater is Henry Nguyen’s (pronounced “Wen”) 

nail salon, but he is not new to the area...he previously owned 
California Nails at the Harrisonburg Mall for over ten years and 
before that, one in Maryland. When space opened in the Martin 

Center, he decided to move his business to Bridgewater.  So 
what is the drawing card for Bridgewater?  When asked 

that question he is quick to respond that he enjoys the 
friendly nature of the people in this community.  

He also ranks loyalty and repeat customers as a 
big plus and enjoys getting to know people on 
an individual basis, not just as customers. 

While business has been steady, the 
Nguyens always welcome more.  At their 
shop they provide a full line of nail service 

including acrylic nails, silk-wrap, Sophie glitter 
powder and nail art as well as regular manicures.  

In	addition,	five	types	of	pedicures	are	offered	
designed to deal with calluses as well as toe nail 

trimming	and	filing.			

This happy group is 
getting a full pedicure 

in preparation for 
Tiffany Green’s 

upcoming wedding.   
(L to R)  Whitney 
Glover, Tiffany 
Green (bride), 

Donna Hamblin.

One of Henry’s 
regulars stops by 

for a manicure.

Lee and Henry Nguyen
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It may have seemed cold the last few days, but  in 
spite of the cold, North River has not been covered with 
ice.  Consider this note that was found in the January 5, 

1900 edition of the Bridgewater Herald.  

Then

Yesteryear

Harvesting	ice	was	a	common	practice	in	the	early	1900s.		While	we	couldn’t	find	any	Bridgewater	records	
other than the Bridgewater Herald quote above, we did learn the following. 

The most common method used in the early 1900s 
was to chop a hole in the ice with an ax so that a 
crosscut saw could be inserted.  Blocks of ice were 
cut to a uniform size (3’ x 5’) so they could be stacked 
easily.  These large blocks could weigh as much as 100 
pounds.  After a cut was completed, the block simply 
floated	on	the	water	until	it	could	be	hooked	and	jerked	
to the top of the ice.  From there it was loaded on a 
horse-drawn wagon to be hauled to the ice house. 

The typical ice house had thick walls, in many 
cases as much as 3’, to provide protection from the 
hot  summer days.  Typically, it had no inside partitions 
which allowed the ice blocks to be stacked close 
together. For insulation, a thick layer of sawdust or 
straw was placed between each block of ice both on 
the sides and top and in any remaining open spaces.  
As long as air  did not come in contact with the ice, 
it would remain frozen for several months.   When it 
came time to use the ice, they swept off the sawdust or 
straw with a broom and used a little water to clean any 
remainder still sticking to the ice.

In the summer, this ice was used to cool drinks, 
make ice cream or even refrigerate ice boxes for the few 
families that owned one.

We are always interested in adding to our Bridgewater history library.  If any readers remember stories of ice 
harvesting	or	have	pictures,	please	share	them	with	us.		Just	call	our	office	at	828-3390.	

This is not a Bridgewater picture.  Taken in Moundsville, West 
Virginia around 1900, it is probably a close representation of 
what ice harvesting looked like in Bridgewater at that time.

and now

“The ice-harvest has been the finest 
ever known here.  The river is frozen 
over to the thickness of seven to eight 

inches.  Skating, too, has been all the go 
for a week.  O. H. Miller while skating 

ran into a cut made by the ice gatherers 
and got a cold bath up to his neck.”

(above) On those occasions when North River 
did freeze, it became a popular hangout for 

the youngest to oldest family members.

(right)  It has been a long time since we’ve seen North 
river freeze over, but sometimes a skiff of ice can be seen.
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118 Mt. Crawford Avenue
540-434-4475, option 4             www.mrlib.org

Story Time Every Thursday
Toddlers  (0-3 years) - 10:15 a.m.

Preschoolers  (3-5 years) - 11 a.m. 

K-5 Every Tuesday at 4 p.m.
Cool After School, LEGO Club, 

Crafty Kids, Dogs 2Read2

This is an artist’s rendition of how the 
completed project should look.

Oakwood 
Drive Progress 

Report
Work is actually underway on this long 

awaited project.  Trees and shrubs have been 
cleared from the right-of-way and utilities 
will be moved over the next two months.  
After that, the project will be let out for bid 
with construction scheduled to start by early 
summer.  By next fall we hope the artist’s 
rendition below will be a reality.

Cold Weather and 
Water Line Breaks
Over the next few months we may see an occasional water 

line break.  That’s because the ground contracts or expands 
in response to the temperatures vacillating between freezing 
and thawing conditions.  This movement can stress and crack 
pipes.		Usually	the	first	sign	is	a	puddle	of	water	mysteriously	

appearing along the side 
of the street or in a water 
line easement.  

When this occurs, 
fast action on the part of 
our maintenance crew 
is required.  They will 
excavate to the location 
of the rupture, 
repair the pipe and 
restore the area to 
its original state as 
much as possible. 
While this usually 
can be done in a 
matter of hours, the 
earlier the breach is 
detected, the more 
quickly it can be 
repaired.

That is 
where citizens’ 
involvement is 
so	beneficial.	If	
you notice an 
unexplained puddle 
of water, please 
call the Public Works 
Department (828-3705). 

Standing or flowing water in one location 
while the surrounding areas are dry may 

be indicative of a water line break.

To report problems weekdays 
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

call 828-3705. On weekends or 
after 5 p.m. call 828-2611. If 

there is no answer, call 434-4436 
and request that a Bridgewater 
police officer return your call.

Afternoon Tea
with

Miss Susan
The Doll Doctor

Bring your 
favorite doll to share!

2:30 p.m., March 7
North River Library
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February 10 ...............................Town Council Meeting
7:30 p.m.

Town of Bridgewater
PO Box 72
Bridgewater, Virginia 22812
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Bridgewater Historical Museum ....... 109 South Main 
Street.  Closed for January but beginning February 
5 will be open every Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
from 10 AM to 3 PM.  Also closes according to 
Rockingham County School schedule.  Check them 
out on FaceBook.

Bridgewater Rotary Club   ....... Dinner/Business 
meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater Retirement Community. 

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church .
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone 
interested in weight loss or weight management.  For 
more information please call Vickie Bland at 568-
6539. 

February 2  Bridgewater Rescue Squad Ladies 
Auxiliary  ..............6:30 PM at Bridgewater 
Rescue Squad building.  Meets the first Monday of 
every month.  New members welcome.  For more 
information call 828-3395.

February 2  Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ........ 7 PM at 
the Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

February 3  Congressman Goodlatte Open Door     A 
representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s office 
will be available the first Tuesday of every month 
from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council Chambers 
of the Bridgewater Community Center or may be 
contacted at 885-3861. 

February 3  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary..... 
Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 PM at the 
Post home on Dry River Road.

February 9  Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators ........7:30 PM Meets second Monday of 
every month at Arey Assembly Hall in Bridgewater 
Community Center.  New members welcome.  For 
information contact Rosetta Harris, 828-6273.

February 10  Greater Ashby Chamber of Commerce 
Noon at Bridgewater Fire Company.

February 18   Myers Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644  ..... 
7 PM.  Regular meeting at Dry River Post.  

February 23  Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 
Auxiliary .........Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.  New 
members welcome.  Call 828-2035 for more 
information.

Website:  town.bridgewater.va.us
“Like Us” on FaceBook

February 1
6th

Town Offices Will Be Open


